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selves along on different parts of the deck;
while the crew, who were not divided into
watches, either slept or sang, or played, or were
engaged in duty, as the occasion demanded.
The small cabin already described was the
part of the ship appropriated to my accommo-
dation ; but though it had been dignified by the
captain with the epithet of " camera superba,"
and eighty piastres had been paid for it for so
short a voyage, I crawled into it with reluctance
at night, and out of it with pleasure at day-break,
without entering it for a moment in the long
interval between, as the deck was far preferable.
27th. The strong north-east wind had de-
clined in the night, and at dawn it was a perfect
calm. A favourable change being now appre-
hended, the aid of devotion was called in to
hasten it, and I was soon driven from my cabin
by the entrance of the captain and four of the
sailors, who literally filled it, and who, until I
had removed, had not room to perform their
genuflections before the lamp, which was kept
constantly burning to St. George, their patron
saint. During their prayers, clouds of incense
were offered up at this humble altar, and at sun-
rise, the same censer was carried round the
ship, and all, except the Mahommedans, were
perfumed with its sacred odours, consecrated by